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Posthumous Degrees/Certificates Procedure

PURPOSE
States procedures for awarding Posthumous Degrees/Certificates 

SUMMARY
A posthumous honorary degree is a special type of honorary degree awarded to a deceased student who has not completed all degree requirements, but who has made significant progress toward their degree. It's a recognition of the student's accomplishments and is presented to the family. 

PROCEDURE

1. The Registrar’s Office can be notified of a deceased student either by:
a. A staff, faculty member, or student
b. A family member or legal representative of the deceased student
2. If a posthumous degree is requested, the Registrar’s Office will contact the family to request the following:
a. Posthumous Degree Request form
b. Verification of the death either with a death certificate or obituary
3. Once the form is received and death is verified, the Registrar’s office will determine if the student meets the requirements for a posthumous degree
4. If requirements are met, the student’s record is updated to reflect the posthumous award
5. A diploma will be issued and the name included in the Commencement Program and mailed to the address provided by the family of the deceased student on the form
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